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THE CHALLENGE

Most mental health disorders, such as
= schizophrenia, Alzheimer’s and major
depressive disorder, are still classified and
diagnosed by their observed symptomes, as little is
known about their biological causes and there are
few objective measurable biomarkers. This lack of
understanding poses significant challenges to the

development of new drugs to treat these diseases.

Project co-ordinator: Martien Kas, University of Groningen, The Netherlands
Industry project leader: Hugh Marston, Eli Lilly & Company Ltd.

Term: 1 April 2016 - 30 September 2019

Website: https://prism-project.eu

Precision medicine comes to neurosymptomatics

THE GOAL

{s} To develop a quantitative biological
approach to the understanding

and classification of neuropsychiatric diseases.
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THE PLAN

™=y Using an innovative approach starting

=) from the analysis of a symptom that these
diseases have in common - social withdrawal -
the project employs a wide range of state-of-
the-art quantitative technologies to probe the
biological brain systems of traditionally diagnosed
schizophrenic and dementia patients. This data
will then be analysed blind as to the original
diagnosis, to see if the patients can be clustered
and differentiated based on the underlying
quantitative biological measures.
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Psychiatric Ratings using Intermediate
Stratified Markers

THE IMPACT

@ To facilitate improved clinical
diagnosis and trial design and
help accelerate the development
of treatments for neuropsychiatry
conditions such as schizophrenia,
Alzheimer’s, and major depression.




