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Viale Carlo Pepoli 5, 40123 Bologna, Italy 

 

Email: alessandro.serretti@unibo.it 

 

 

Date of birth: July 29, 1966 

Place of birth: Senigallia (AN), Italy 

Citizenship:  Italian 

 

 

Education 

 

1980-85 High School, Liceo Scientifico E. Medi, Senigallia, Italy. 

 

1988-91 Clinical and research Fellow in Psychiatry Dept. Catholic University, Rome, 

Italy (Head: Prof. L. Ancona). 

 

1991 Degree in Medicine (mark 110/110 with honours), Catholic University, Rome, 

Italy. 

 

1991  Italy Licence for the practice of Medicine (Rome). 

 

1992  Attended the post-graduate course "Statistical methods for epidemiology in  

  medicine" held by the Statistic Dept., "La Sapienza" University, Rome. 

 

1996  Specialization in Psychiatry (mark 70/70 with honours) Milan University. 

 

2008 PhD with the thesis “Genetics of mood disorders: from pharmacogenetics to 

disease genetics”, Maastricht University, The Netherland, 26 November 2008. 
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Post-Graduate Working Experiences 

 

1991-94 Medical Assistant - Research Fellow, Psychiatry Department, Catholic 

University, Rome.  

 

1994-1997 Medical Assistant - Research Fellow, Psychiatry Department, San Raffaele 

Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. 

 

1997- 2000 Registrar, Psychiatry Department, San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, 

Italy. 

 

2000-2006 Director of Genetic Mood Disorder Unit, Psychiatry Department, San Raffaele 

Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. 

 

2006-present Director of Mood Disorder Unit, Psychiatry Department, Bologna University, 

Bologna, Italy. 

 

 

Academic Positions: 

 
1994-1996  Assistant Instructor, Psychiatry Department, Milan University, San Raffaele 

Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. 

 

1996-2001  Instructor, Psychiatry Department, Vita-Salute University, San Raffaele 

Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. 

 

1999-2009 Lecturer at the International Master in Affective Neuroscience, Maastricht, 

The Netherlands. 

 

2002-2009 Lecturer at the annual Addictive behaviours course, Catholic University, 

Rome. 

 

2002-2008 Adjunct professor at Vita-Salute University, San Raffaele Scientific Institute, 

Milan, Italy. 

 

2006-2010 Researcher, tenured, Psychiatry Department, Bologna University, Bologna, 

Italy. 

 

2010-present Associate professor, tenured, Psychiatry Department, Bologna University, 

Bologna, Italy. 

 

  

Training Activity 

 

Students: 

 

1997 Cristina Cusin – Medical doctor 

2000 Barbara Corradi – Biologist 

2001 Elena Galbusera – Biologist 
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2001 Elisa Pisati – Psychologist 

2002 Laura Mandelli – Psychologist 

2003 Adele Pirovano – Biologist 

2003 Anna Colombo – Biologist 

2003 Alessia Arnoldi – Biologist 

2004 Cristina Ploia – Biologist 

2004 Viviana Tubazio – Biologist 

2004 Roberta Massa – Psychologist 

2004 Raffaella Calati – Psychologist 

2004 Chiara Insacco – Medical doctor 

2005 Barbara Caneva – Psychologist 

2007 Giuseppe Carchia – Medical Doctor 

2009 Sara Gibiino – Medical Doctor 

2011 Chiara Fabbri – Medical Doctor 

2011 Beatrice Balzarro – Medical Doctor 

2011 Costanza Andrisano – Medical Doctor 

2012 Martina Balestri – Medical Doctor 

2012 Agnese Marsano – Medical Doctor 

 

 

PhD: 

 

2009 Raffaella Calati – Psychologist 

2010 Laura Mandelli – Psychologist 

2010 Antonio Drago – Psychiatrist 

 

 

Committees: 

 

2003 External member for biology PhD commission, Barcelona University, Spain. 

2007 External advisory member for Associate Professor of Psychiatry position, Pittsburg 

University, USA. 

2009 External member for biology PhD commission, Barcelona University, Spain. 

2009 External advisory member for Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 

position, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore, USA. 

2010 External advisory member for Associate Professor of Psychiatry position, Toronto 

University, Canada. 

2011 External advisory member for Associate Professor of Psychiatry position, University of 

Tartu, Estonia. 

2011 part of the Independent International Scientific, Clinical and Ethical Advisory Board for 

the study Suicidality: Treatment Occurring in Paediatrics (STOP) founded by European 7 

Framework Program under the call: HEALTH.2010.4.2-3. 

2012 External member for Psichology and Psychiatry PhD commission, Verona University 

2012 External member for PhD commission, Verona University, Italy.  

2012 Reviewer of the American Psychiatric Association's DSM5 development process. 

 

Visiting Scientists Trained: 

 

2006-2008 Masaki Kato MD PhD, Department of Neuropsychiatry, Kansai Medical 
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University, Osaka, Japan 

2006 Leonardo Diaz MD, Instituto Nacional de Psiquiatría Ramón de la Fuente, Tlalpan 

México, D.F. 

2008 Enrique Gaspar MD, Instituto Nacional de Psiquiatría Ramón de la Fuente, Tlalpan 

México, D.F. 

2011-2013 Niki Antypa PsyD, Leiden University, Institute of Psychology, Leiden, The 

Netherlands. 

2012 Florence Gressier MD, InsermU669, Department of Psychiatry, Univ Paris Sud, 

Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de Paris, Bicêtre University Hospital, Le Kremlin Bicêtre, 

France   

2012-2014 Tomihisa Niitsu MD, Ph.D, Research Center for Child Mental Development 

Graduate School of Medicine, Chiba University, Japan 

 

Scientific Activity (summary) 
 

Mood Disorders and Schizophrenia: Genetics, Psychopathology, Treatments, Statistical 

techniques of analysis. The scientific activity produced more than 330 scientific papers in peer 

reviewed journals and 450 communications in international Congresses (see the Section on 

Publications), H-Index: 43. Member of the World Psychiatric Genetics Society, ECNP 

(member of  the Scientific Advisory Panel, member of  the Workshop Committee, Member of 

the ECNP 2010 and 2011 Scientific Programme Committee) and the CINP (Ambassador for 

Italy for the 2008 and 2012 meetings). 
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Principal Collaborating Centers 
 

Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan, 

The Catholic University of Korea College of Medicine, Seoul, South Korea, 

Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, 

Univerza V Ljubljani - University Of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 

Ikonomiko Panepistimio Athinon - Athens University, Athens,  Greece, 

University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München (LMU), München, Germany. 

 
 

Editorial Activity and Reviewing processes 

 
1. Reviewer for the following journals:  

- Acta Neurologica Scandinavica, 

- Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, 

- Acta Oncologica, 

- Addiction Biology, 

- Alcohol and Alcoholism,  

- Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, 

- American Journal of Human Genetics,  

- American Journal of Medical Genetics - Neuropsychiatric Genetics (Member of the 

Editorial Board), 

- American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 

- American Journal of Psychiatry,  

- Annals of General Psychiatry (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Archives of General Psychiatry,  

- Basic & Clinical Pharmacology & Toxicology, 

- Behavioral and Brain Functions, 

- Biological Psychiatry,  

- Biological Psychology, 

- BioMedCentral Medical Genetics,  

- BioMedCentral Psychiatry, 

- BioPsychoSocial Medicine, 

- Bipolar Disorders,  

- Brain Research, 

- Brain Research Bullettin, 

- Chronobiology International, 

- Clinical Neuropsychiatry (Editor),  

- Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics, 

- Clinical Practice and Epidemiology in Mental Health Research, 

- CNS Drugs,  

- CNS Neuroscience & Therapeutics, 

- CNS Spectrums, 

- Contemporary Clinical Trials, 

- Current Medicinal Cheminstry (Member of the Editorial Board),  

- Current Neuropharmacology, 

- Current Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine, 

- Current Psychiatry Reviews (Member of the Editorial Board), 
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- Depression Research and Treatment (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- DNA and Cell Biology, 

- European Archives of Psychiatry and Clinical Neuroscience, 

- European Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 

- European Journal of Neurology, 

- European Journal of Pain, 

- European Psychiatry,  

- European Neuropsychopharmacology, 

- Expert Opinion on Drug Safety, 

- Expert Opinion on Emerging Drugs,  

- Expert Opinion on Therapeutic Targets, 

- Expert Review of Clinical Pharmacology 

- Expert Review of Molecular Diagnostics, 

- Expert Review of Neurotherapeutics, 

- Frontiers in Genetics, 

- Frontiers in Pharmacogenetics (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Genetics in Medicine, 

- Genes, Brain and Behavior, 

- Human Genetics, 

- Human Molecular Genetics, 

- International Clinical Psychopharmacology, 

- International Journal of Clinical and Experimental Medicine (Member of the Editorial 

Board), 

- International Journal of Neuropsychopharmacology (Member of the Editorial Board),  

- International Journal of Psychiatry in Clinical Practice (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Italian Journal of Psychopathology (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Journal of Alzheimer Disease (Senior Editor),  

- Journal of Clinical Investigation, 

- Journal of Clinical Pharmacy and Therapeutics, 

- Journal of Clinical Psychiatry, 

- Journal of Human Genetics, 

- Journal of Medical Genetics, 

- Journal of Neural Transmission, 

- Journal of Psychiatric Research, 

- Journal of Psychiatry and Neuroscience (Member of the Editorial Board),  

- Journal of Psychosomatic Research, 

- Journal of Psychopharmacology, 

- Life Sciences,  

- Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise, 

- Minerva Psichiatrica (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Molecular Biology Reports, 

- Molecular Diagnosis & Therapy, 

- Molecular Psychiatry,  

- Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 

- Naunyn-Schmiedeberg Archives of Pharmacology, 

- NeuroMolecular Medicine, 

- Neuropsychobiology (Associate Editor),  

- Neuropsychopharmacology,  

- Neuropharmacology, 
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- Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews, 

- Neuroscience Letters,  

- Neurotoxicity Research, 

- Open Medicinal Chemistry Journal (Member of the Editorial Board),  

- Pharmacology & Therapeutics, 

- Pharmacogenetics and Genomics, 

- Pharmacogenomics,  

- Pharmacopsychiatry, 

- PLoS ONE (Academic Editor), 

- Primary Psychiatry, 

- Progress in Neuro-Psychopharmacology & Biological Psychiatry (Member of the Editorial 

Board),  

- Psychiatric Services, 

- Psychiatry and Clinical Neurosciences,  

- Psychiatry Investigation, 

- Psychiatry Research (Member of the Editorial Board),  

- Psychological Medicine, 

- Psychology and Psychotherapy: Theory, Research and Practice, 

- Psychoneuroendocrinology, 

- Psychopharmacology, 

- Psychosomatic Medicine, 

- Psychotherapy and Psychosomatics, 

- Recent Patents on Central Nervous System Drug Discovery (Member of the Editorial 

Board),  

- Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior, 

- The Journal of Neuropsychiatry and Clinical Neurosciences, 

- The Lancet, 

- The Pharmacogenomics Journal, 

- The Primary Care Companion, 

- The World Journal of Biological Psychiatry (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Translational Psychiatry (Member of the Editorial Board), 

- Trends in Neurosciences. 

 

 

2. Reviewer for the following funding agencies: 

- Austrian Central Bank 

- Biomedical and Therapeutic Research Committee for Biomedical research in Scotland 

- Canada Foundation for Innovation (Canada) 

- Chief Scientist Office (UK) 

- Estonian Science Foundation (Estonia) 

- European Commission 7
th
 Framework Programme:  

- HEALTH-2007-2007-2.2.1-3: Neurobiology of anxiety disorders 

- HEALTH-2007-2.2.1-8: From mood disorders to experimental models 

- HEALTH-2009-2.2.1-2: Identifying genetic/environmental interactions in schizophrenia.  

- HEALTH-2009-2.2.1-3: Optimising current therapeutic approaches to schizophrenia  

- Fondazione S. Raffaele, Science Park Raf, (committee for intellectual property Milan (Italy) 

- Foundation for Polish Science (Poland) 

- French National Funding Agency for Research (France) 

- Georgia National Science Foundation (Georgia) 
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- Health Research Board (Ireland) 

- Health Research Council of New Zealand (New Zealand) 

- Israeli Science Fundation (Israel) 

- Medical Research Council (UK)  

- Medical Research Council (South Africa) 

- Ministero Italiano Università e Ricerca (Italy): 

- Programma per Giovani Ricercatori "Rita Levi Montalcini"  

- Programma PRIN 2009  

- Futuro in Ricerca 2010 

- Programma PRIN 2010 

- Marche Region FESR 2007-2013 (Italy) 

- Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (Canada) 

- Piemonte Region (Italy) 

- Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology (Portugal) 

- Ontario Mental Health Foundation (Canada) 

- Research Foundation Flanders (Belgium) 

- Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation (Georgia) 

- Science foundation Ireland (Ireland) 

- Scottish Executive Health Department (UK) 

- Swiss National Science Foundation (Switzerland) 

- The National Institute for Psychobiology in Israel (Israel) 

- The Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development (The Netherland) 

- The Phillip Morris Inc. (USA) 

- The Wellcome Trust (UK) 

- UK Medical Research Council (UK) 

- Verona University (Italy) 

- VolkswagenStiftung (Germany) 

 

 

Scholarships, fellowships, and other academic distinctions:  
 

 Grant from the Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn to attend the 1998 

World Congress on Psychiatric Genetics in Bonn (Germany). 

 Grant from the International Society of Neuroscience to attend the 1995 Conference on 

Neuroscience in Cagliari (Italy). 

 Winner of the 2000 National Prize by the Società Italiana di Psicopatologia for the study 

"Effect of reboxetine augmentation in SSRI resistant patients". Human 

Psychopharmacology 2000. 15, 143-145. 

 Winner of the 2001 National Prize by the Società Italiana di Psicopatologia for the study 

"Dopamine receptor D2 ser/cys 311 variant is associated with delusion and 

disorganization symptomatology in major psychoses". Mol Psychiatry 5:270-274. 

 Winner of the 2001 National Prize PRISMA “Premio Italiano Sanofi-Synthelabo Miglior 

Articolo di ricerca - La dopamina in psichiatria” for the study "Influenza dei geni 

codificanti per i Recettori Dopaminergici D2, D3 e D4 nella psicopatologia delle Psicosi 

Maggiori" 

 Ambassador Award for the 2008 CINP (Collegium Internationale Neuro-

psychopharmacologicum) meeting. 

 Laude for the Genomic Pioneer Awards by Ocimum Biosolutions. 13th International 

Meeting on the Human Genome, September 30, 2008, Hyderabad, India. 
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 Winner of the JSCNP Paul Janssen Research Award for Clinical 

Neuropsychopharmacology November 2009. 

 Award for Most Frequent Reviewer, International Journal of Neuropsychopharmacology 

2011.  
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Financial supports 
 

Principal Investigator in: 

 

Title of research: Possibile ruolo di geni candidati nella patogenesi dei disturbi dell'umore 

attraverso studi di associazione e metodologia di rischio relativo aplotipico - ICS 

030.9/RF97/34. Source: National Institute of Health, Italy - Duration: 3 years - Date of 

approved project: 1997 - Total amount: 75.000.000 ITL 

 

Title of research: European collaborative study on molecular genetics in affective disorders - 

BMH-T92-1217. Source: European Comunity - Duration: 3 years - Date of approved 

project: 1997 - Total amount: 180.000.000 ITL 

 

Title of research: Genomics multicenter study in patients with schizophrenia or bipolar 

disorders - Source: Rhône-Poulenc Rorer RGencell, France - Duration: 2 years - Date of 

approved project: 1999 - Total amount: 500.000.000 ITL 

 

Title of research: Treatment resistant depression - Source: G.S.R.D (Group for the Study of 

Resistant  Depression) Department of Psychiatry, Erasme Hospital, Brussels, Belgium - 

Duration: 1 year - Date of approved project: 2002 - Total amount: 24700 €. 

 

Title of research: Terapia antidepressiva individualizzata sulla base del profilo genetico 

della persona - Source: Fondazione del Monte di Bologna e Ravenna - Duration: 1 year - 

Date of approved project: 2007 - Total amount: 24000 €. 

 

Title of research: Terapia antidepressiva individualizzata sulla base del profilo genetico 

della persona - Source: Fondazione del Monte di Bologna e Ravenna - Duration: 1 year - 

Date of approved project: 2008 - Total amount: 30000 €. 

 

Title of research: Α technology platform for the Assisted living of Dementia elderly 

Individuals and their carers - Source: The Ambient Assisted Living Joint Programme, 

European Community - Duration: 2 years - Date of approved project: 2008 - Total 

amount: 45000 €. 

 

Title of research: Neurobiological individualized antidepressant treatment - Source: Italian 

Education Ministry  (MIUR) - Duration: 2 years - Date of approved project: 2010 - Total 

amount: 73745 €. 

 

Title of research: Studio II sull’efficacia di nalmefene: studio di efficacia, randomizzato, in 

doppio cieco, controllato da placebo, a gruppi paralleli, riguardante 20 mg di nalmefene, per 

uso al bisogno, in pazienti con dipendenza da alcool - Source: Lundbeck - Duration: 1 year  

- Date of approved project: 2010 - Total amount: 40000 €. 

  

Title of research: Treatment resistant depression II - Source: G.S.R.D (Group for the Study 

of Resistant Depression) Brussels, Belgium - Duration: 2 years - Date of approved project: 

2010 - Total amount: 100000 €. 

 

Title of research: Pharmacogenomics of Antidepressant Drug ResponsE (PADRE): tentative 

drug response biomarkers from human lymphoblastoid cells- Source: ERA-NET NEURON - 
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Duration: 3 years - Date of approved project: 2011 - Total amount: 154000 €. 

 

Title of research: Farmaci antidepressivi nella popolazione anziana - Source: Italfarmaco - 

Duration: 2 years - Date of approved project: 2010 - Total amount: 38000 €. 

 

Title of research: Studio di geni candidate nella sintomatologia delle psicosi maggiori - 

Source: Astra-Zeneca - Duration: 1 year - Date of approved project: 2011 - Total 

amount: 15000 €. 

 

Title of research: Genetic and environmental pathways to personalized treatment in 

depression - Source: Netherlands Association for Scientific Research - Duration: 2 years - 

Date of approved project: 2011 - Total amount: 132.000 €. 

 

 

Participant in: 

 

Title of research: Neurobiological determinants of mood disorders and comorbidity with 

anxiety disorders - Source: Italian Education Ministry  (MIUR) - Duration: 3 years - Date 

of approved project: 2003 - Total amount: 156.000 €. 

 

Title of research: Bipolar II disorder: clinical, biological and psychosocial characterization - 

Source: Italian Education Ministry (MIUR) - Duration: 2 years - Date of approved 

project: 2003 - Total amount: 28.000 €. 

 

Languages 
 

Italian:   mother language 

English:  excellent both writing and talking 
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14. Olgiati, P., Politis, A., Albani, D., Rodilossi, S., Polito, L., Ateri, E., Zisaki, A., Piperi, C., Liappas, I., 

Stamouli, E., Mailis, A., Atti, A., Ferrari, B., Morini, V., Moretti, F., Biella, G., Forloni, G., 
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and GABRA6 genes in anxiety-related traits' (2). Acta Psychiatr Scand 125, 185-6. 

19. Serretti, A., Chiesa, A., 2012. The challenge of uncovering the genetics of anxiety: an editorial 
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